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del Val, that the latter had him relegated from Rome to
Bologna. When Pius X died on August ijth, just after the
declaration of war, and a new Pope was elected, it was
this self-same Cardinal from Bologna who became Pope
as Benedict XV,
It is rumoured that after the election his rival, Cardinal
Merry del Val, heard the new Pope quote "The stone
which the builders rejected is made the headstone in the
corner*, to which Cardinal Merry del Val instantly
replied, "It is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in
our eyes," But from that day on the influence of Cardinal
Merry del Val decreased, and Pope Benedict soon
appointed Cardinal Pietro Gasparri as Secretary of State,
This Cardinal did all in his power to steer the Vatican
carefully through the Great War and the years immedi-
ately after it. When Pope Benedict XV died and was
succeeded by the present Pope, Cardinal Gasparri re-
mained in office until 1931* He had been in charge of
the Reform of Canon Law previous to his appointment
and had also been for many years a professor in Paris.
His years of office were spent in carrying out a work
of consolidation which brought to Rome more Ambassa-
dors and Ministers than had been there for many years*
The Vatican came out of the Great War strengthened in
many ways. The three Great Powers who had most
disapproved of it, Germany, Russia, and Turkey, were all
defeated. The new Germany wanted its support, Austria,
it is true, was lost as a Great Power, but with an indepen-
dent Hungary and a new Poland, the loss was balanced.
The United States seemed about to become a tremen-
dous help, and the number of South American Catholic
States that were entering the League of Nations were all